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the empire. Bukka I (1336-1377) had the title of 'Vaidikamarga
Pravartaka1 (Promoter of Vedic path) and Harihara II (1377-
1404) had the title of 'Vaidikamargasthapanacharya1
(Establisher of the Vedic path) and 'during the time of
Vijayanagara, Hindu religion received liberal patronage from
the rulers. Sri Krishnadevaraya in his Amuktamalyada points
out the importance of protecting Brahmanas in Society1.

The Vijayanagara inscriptions in many parts of South
India offer evidence to show how land-holdings of the
Brahmanas were protected from the possible encroachment
of the primary product. For this purpose we have to carefully
study the imprecatory remarks that appear at the end of
almost every land charter which records land given to the
Brahmanas. A few examples are given below :

"Between protecting a
protection is more meritorious than maJong a giant By making
a grant one attains heaven, but by protection of a grant one
attains a reckon from which there is no return. Land granted
to the Brahmanas is the only sister common to all kings. She
is not to be enjoyed by the hand (taxed). It is twice as
i^ieritoiious to protect another's grant as to make a grant
ooesetf. By seizing other's grants one's own grant becomes
fruitless. He who seizes the land given away by himself or by
others will be bom as a worm in odour for sixty thousand
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